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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

IN THIS ISSUE
EVENT/DOCUMENTATION: Spiritan Regional Meetings, Jan.-Feb. 1981 .
NEWS: Decisions of the General Council - Generalate Team - Gambia Pakistan - Mauritius - ' Pro Mundi Vita' - Cameroon - Jubilarians Our Dead.

Event/Documentation :
SPIRITAN REGIONAL MEETINGS,
JAN.-FEB. 1981.
An innovation?

An official institution

Meetings of Major Superiors are not new. Almost
every year from 1963 to 1971 there was a meeting of the
Provincials of the Congregation. The District Superiors,
however, did not take part in these, except in 1964.
What is different is that for the past ten years there
has been a growing practice of holding regional meetings,
particularly for District Superiors, who have been becoming
more conscious of
their coresponsibility
and of the fact that
MEETINGS OF THE
there are problems
DISTRICT SUPERIORS
common to different
OF CENTRAL AFRICA
regions.
The oldest of these
Jan. 1970: LIBREVILLE
groupings, and the
Jan. 1971: BRAZZAVILLE
one that has met
Jan . 1972: BANGUI
most regularly, seems
Jan. 1973: BERTOUA (Douma)
to be that of Central
Jan. 1974: LIBREVILLE
Africa (Congo, Gabon,
Jan. 1975: KRIBI (Yaounde)
Bangui,
Yaounde,
Jan . 1976: BRAZZAVILLE
Douma), which began
Feb. 1977: BANGUI
to meet 15 years ago
Feb. 1978: KRIBI (Yaounde)
and has been meeting
Feb. 1979: LIBREVILLE
in Jan .-Feb. every
Feb. 1980: BANGUI
· year for the past ten
Feb. 1981: BRAZZAVILLE
years, with representatives from the Generalate and the French Province also · taking part.

These meetings, which began spontaneously and
tentatively, ti ave now become so established .that the last
General Chapter thought fit to ask the Provincials of
Europe to hold a similar regular meeting themselves
(SL, 21
The Provincials of France, Switzerland, Spain,
Portugal and Poland met in 1972 and 1973, but there
have been no regular meetings of the European Provincials as such - though individual European Provincials
have taken part in meetings of other regions.
The presence of General Assistants at the regional
meetings underlines their importance and makes for information at the highest levels and participation by the
Congregation as a whole .

n

Problems of grouping

Linguistic differences and great distances explain
certain problems of grouping. Senegal, for instance, after
going for a while with Central Africa, has now opted for
West Africa. Kongolo, which hesitated between the Frenchspeaking and English-speaking groups, seems now to have
opted for East Africa. Cape Verde has not yet found its
niche. And the French West Indies, which attended the
North American meeting this year, will probably form a
separate group with Puerto Rico in
future.

Stress on the new Foundations

Puerto Rico. L to R. : Frs. BARBOTIN (Guadeloupe), DE VERTEUIL (Tri(!idad), GAGNON
(Canada), ADRIEN (Haiti), MERCIER (Canada), CONNORS (Puerto Rico), TRACHTLER (Rome),
GAUTHIER (Martinique), WATTERS (Ireland), HEADLEY (USAIE), SCOTT (Novitiate), DOYLE
(Trans-Canada).

The fact that 35 out of the 49
Spiritan circumscriptions have taken
part in regional meetings, attended by
General Assistants, over a two-month
period is already reason enough to
devote an issue of Spiritan News to
it. But a further point of interest is
that practically all the meetings took
the new Foundations as their main
subject for discussion.
Instead of trying to synthesize the
results of the meetings, we give a
brief account of each one below.

MAJOR SUPERIORS
OF NORTH AMERICA
Puerto Rico
12-14 Jan. 1981

***
Prov. USA/E
Prov. USA/W
Prov. Canada
Prov. Trans-Canada
Prov. Trinidad
Distr. Haiti
Distr. Guadeloupe
Distr. Martinique
Distr. French Guiana
Distr. Puerto Rico
i.e. 5 Provinces and
5 Districts
(501 confreres)
+ 2 Gen. Assistants
+ Irish Provincial
+ Distr. Kilimanjaro

Since 1977, the North American Provinces have a common novitiate, first at
Ferndale (USA/E) and now at Farnham (Canada). The bilingualism involved seems to
be proving an advantage rather than a hindrance.
There is no general agreement yet on common theological formation after the
novitiate. The Catholic Theological Union of Chicago, a consortium of several religious
congregations, is used by USA/E and W for the basic theology course, but the other
Provinces plan to use it at present only for higher studies and refresher courses.
The presence of a Haitian representative kept the situation of the Haitian refugees
before the meeting, and the participants signed a joint open letter on the question
to the Prime Minister of the Bahamas (cf. 1/D No. 27) .
The four North American Provincials decided to set up a common office for Justice
and. Peace so as to coordinate efforts in this line.
Other subjects discussed, but without firm decisions taken, were ongoing formation,
meetings for educators, and a project for Spiritan publications.
At the end of the meeting the participants joined in a concelebrated Mass (5 Bishops
and some 70 priests) in Arecibo cathedral to mark the 50th anniversary of the Spiritans
in Puerto Rico. Of the 68 Spiritans who· have worked in Puerto Rico, 17 have died
and 24 are still working there.
Two of the first four who landed at San Juan on
12 Jan. 1931 were present for the celebration. Puerto Rico now has 13 young Spiritans
in formation: 3 in the novitiate and 10 in the pre-novitiate course.

After discussing post-Chapter animation in the three Districts, the meeting concentrated on the project for an Indian Ocean Foundation.
Five candidates from Madagascar and three from Mauritius are preparing for the
novitiate. Two others from Madagascar and two from Reunion are possible candidates
for the future. The Malagasy candidates are due to live in a Spiritan community
in Tananarive from Sept. 1981, with the approval of the Cardinal.
The Foundation should begin officially with the opening of a novitiate in Aug.Sept. 1982, and Reunion was chosen as the location for this. No novice master
was named, but suggestions were made and a decision will be taken at a meeting
in Saint-Denis (Reunion) in November this year.

MAJOR SUPERIORS
OF WEST AFRICA
Banjul (Gambia)
21-:24 Jan. 1981
* .. *
Distr.
Distr.
Distr.
Distr.
Distr.
Distr.
Prov.

Gambia
Senegal
Ghana
Sierra Leone
Kwara-Benue
Makurdi
Nigeria East
i.e. 1 Province and
6 Districts
(367 confreres)
+ 2 Gen. Assistants
+ English Provincial

Distr. Madagascar
Distr. Reunion
Distr. Mauritius
i.e. 3 Districts
(125 confreres)

After a visit to the West African Foundation's bilingual novitiate at Bwiam, which
opened last August and has five novices (3 Ghanaians, 1 Nigerian and 1 Senegalese),
the meeting was devoted mainly to a discussion of the Foundation .
There are 9 candidates preparing to go to the novitiate: 3 from Ghana and 2 from
Kwara-Benue now studying at Otele (Cameroon), plus another from Ghana and 3 from
Makurdi. The bilingual aspect of the novitiate will be maintained even if there are
no French-speaking candidates.
After their novitiate the scholastics will do their philosophy at the Spiritan house
· at lsienu (Nigeria East), returning after two years for a holiday in their own country.
Senegal will discuss with the Cardinal of Dakar the setting up of a Spiritan residence
at the national major seminary of Sebikotane. The question of 'prefecting ', or missionary
experience, will be taken up at the next annual meeting.
The opening of a pre-novitiate house (even a juniorate) was considered, with
Ghana as a possible location . The close links between the Foundation and the Province
of Nigeria East were felt to be beneficial.
The Provincials of England, Ireland, France, Switzerland and Canada will be invited
to the next annual meeting.

To help discussion on the Chapter documents in the context of the local Church, the annual
meeting of Spiritans working in Brazil invited Bishop Claudio HUMES, Auxiliary of Sao Paulo and
member of the Central Commission of the Bishops' Conference, to address them on 'The mission
of the Church In Braz/I In the 1980s ' .. The duty of the Church, he said, was to form the People
of God in brotherly love and in fidelity to Christ's plan, which gives special preference to the
poor. The Church should address itself to the problems of maginalization and injustice, and give
priority to the oppressed: the Indians, peasants, workers, blacks, women, children, unemployed
youths.
The Chapter documents were then taken up : Mission Today, Justice and Peace, and
especially the new Foundations, to which most of the time was given.

On this last point the assembly noted:
•
the presence of young Spiritans trained in Brazil, conscious of being a new group
with common concerns and aspirations;
•
the 'juridical structures' of the group in the District of Brazil South;
•
the cooperation of Spiritans from the different Districts in promoting vocations,
st,aring in their financial support and welcoming scholastics for work in their District;
•
the collegial acceptance of the new reality by the District Superiors, and their
mutual cooperation in finding personnel for formation and in making first appointments.
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MAJOR SUPERIORS
OF THE INDIAN OCEAN
Mauritius
19-26 Jan. 1981
***

ANNUAL MEETING OF
SPIRITANS IN BRAZIL
Sao Paulo
26-30 Jan. 1981
***
Contreres from:
Brazil South (German)
Brazil S.W. (Irish)
Brazil S.E. (Portuguese)
Brazil Cent. (Dutch) .
Amazonia (Dutch)
Alto Jurua (German)
133 (out of 203) present,
incl. 36 Brazilians,
of whom 6 schol. & 16 asp.
+ Paraguay (5 out of 9)
+ 1 Gen. Assistant
+ Portuguese Provincial

After taking stock of the present situation, the meeting made the following statement, recognizing the existence
of a Brazilian Foundation:

"We would like the Principal Superiors and all the confreres present at this meeting to discuss the situation
and reflect seriously on It In their own Districts.
"What is said on new Foundations in the 1980 Chapter documents makes us recognize in our own situation
here the presence of a Brazilian Splritan Foundation.
"We do not know In advance all the ways of the Spirit and we realize that we shall need time and patience
and have to accept uncertainty, but we wish to continue along this road."
During the meeting two young Spiritans made perpetual vows, another made a four-year engagement in the Congregation, and
two were ordained to the diaconate by the recently consecrated Brazilian Spiritan Bishop, Mgr. Marlo CLEMENTE NETO. On
2 Feb., two others began their novitiate.

MAJOR SUPERIORS
OF CENTRAL AFRICA
Brazzaville

25-28 Feb. 1981

* .. *
Distr.
Distr.
Distr.
Distr.
Distr.

Congo
Gabon
Yaounde
Douma
Bangui

i.e. 5 Districts
(374 confreres)

+ Superior General
+ French Provincial
+ Dutch Provincial

Here too the main topic .discussed was the Foundation, which is holding its
third novitiate this year, at Akono (Cameroon) - the two previous novitiates having
been at Essos (Cameroon, 1977-78) and Linzolo (Congo, 1979-80). A fourth novitiate
is planned for next year, probably at Mbalmayo (Cameroon), where there are plans
for building .
At the moment, candidates are accepted only after they have done their
philosophy. After their novitiate they go for theology to the international major
seminary at Brazzaville, which is run by the Spiritans. There are 7 scholastics
studying there at present, and living in a Spiritan residence.
There are a few tentative vocations to the Brothers, but the questions raised
(lifestyle, type of work, marginalization, clericalism, definite structures or experimental
status) have not been clearly enough resolved for a definite decision.
Interest in the Foundation varies from District to District - from lukewarm to
strongly favourable. The opening of a Spiritan residence attached to a junior seminary
is being considered by one or two Districts.
As three theologians will be coming to the end of their course next year, a
decision on their first appointment will have to be taken soon. Three projects were
discussed: in Bafia, Bambari and northern Congo; but the final decision will be left
to the Generalate Team. In any case the group will be kept together and, wherever
they are sent, they should form a good base for the future development of the
Foundation.

The meeting also discussed other questions of interest to the Districts, such
as relations with the General Council, relations between the Congregation and the
local Bishops, and the spiritual animation of the Districts.
The 1982 meeting will be held in Douma.

The meeting was devoted entirely to the question of the Foundation, which is
the oldest and largest (its novitiate opened in 1973 and each year there are about
5 professions). The novitiate was at Usa River (Arusha Dioc.) until 1978, when it
moved to Magamba (Tanga Dioc.).
Two main areas discussed were finance (how to become more self-supporting)
and formation staff from the Foundation itself. The problem for formation staff is
that the missionary aspect of the Foundation should be securely established. In fact
all nine priests from the Foundation so far have been sent to work in Zambia, though
one of them is now studying at Duquesne to prepare himself for a post in formation .
Gradually it should be possible to recall and train members for formation work,
to replace the ten confreres from the Districts who have been devoting themselves
so effectively to this task.
Two candidates from Kongolo (one for the priesthood and one Brother) are
expected to do their novitiate in the Foundation.

MAJOR SUPERIORS
OF EAST AFRICA
Magamba (Tanzania)
18-19 Feb. 1981

***
Distr. Kilimanjaro
Distr. Bagamoyo
Distr. Kenya
Distr. Kongolo
i.e. 4 Districts
(234 confreres)
+ 2 Gen. Assistants
+ Repr. Zambia

NEWS
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
- on 24 Jan., appointed the following as members of the
Committee for the Revision of the Constitutions: Frs.
Georges-Henri THIBAULT (chairman, France), Joaquim
Ramos SEIXAS (Spain), Anthony GEOGHEGAN (Ireland)
and Antoine MERCIER (Canada) . They .will meet in Rome
from 6-10 April.

- on 7 March, confirmed the ,re-election of Fr. Rheaume
SAINT-LOUIS as Principal Superior _of the District of KwaraBenue (Nigeria) for a third term, starting on 3 April.
- on 7 March, appointed Fr. lede DE LANGE as Superior
of the Principal Community of Ethiopia (USA/Dutch) for
a second term, starting on 7 March.
- on 23 March, confirmed the election of Fr. Eamonn
MANSFIELD as Principal Superior of the District of Mauritius
for a second term, starting on 25 March.
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Generalate Team
Fr. John DALY had to interrupt the visit he was making
in Sierra Leone because of a heart attack on 9 Feb.
After resting in Sierra Leone, he flew to Ireland on 21 Feb.
and will have to remain there until June, with an operation
mentioned as a possibility. His illness is a further blow
to the Generalate Team after the deaths of Frs. VAN
SONSBEEK and McMAHON. Fr. DALY can be assured
of the good wishes and prayers of the confreres for his
speedy recovery.

Gambia

tradition, which was handed on orally by the first Christians .
Taking this core of the Gospel message and using the
traditional local techniques of oral communication, the
aim was to get the Gospel to pass into the daily speech
and culture of the people.
At times it was necessary to spend a whole week
on a single verse, translating it, setting it to music, getting•
it memorized and celebrated . Over a period of 30 months,
about 20 Gospel passages became part of the local oral
tradition. It is hoped that eventually there will be 50 Gospel
episodes memorized, divided into 350 passages - one
for each day of the year. The young memorize easily
in French, the 'prestige ' language. But the team lays
just as much stress on the local language, especially for
the old and the very young .

On 24 Jan., His Holiness the Pope accepted the resignation, for reasons of health, of Bishop Michael MOLONEY,
C.S.Sp., who had been his Vicar General for the past six
years (Oss. Rom., 14 Feb.). Bishop CLEARY was consecrated in Banjul on 25 March.

This form of evangelization, based on the local oral
culture, is used for all stages of Christian formation:
catechumenate, baptism, confirmation, communion, confraternity of the Good News, and the training of catechists.
The Gospel verses are sung, not only at religious gatherings,
but during work in the fields, at home, and even in the
streets. And it has been noted that the number of young
people coming to catechism has more than tripled .

Pakistan

(Further information may be had from Fr. Paul CUYPERS,
C.S.Sp., Mission Catho/ique, Bouraka-Lable, B.P. 27, Bafia, Cameroon.)

At the end of 1980, two young Irish Fathers (Frs. Pat
FITZPATRICK and Dick DUNNE) joined Frs. John KITCHEN
(England) and Jim O'CONNELL (Ireland) in Pakistan . The
team has now been given charge of the parish of Rahimyar
Khan (Multan Diocese). Their work there is for both the
Punjabi Christians and the Marwari tribals, with the emphasis
on the apostolate to the tribals.
The first Punjabi Bishop was consecrated on 9 Jan .,
for the Diocese of Faisalabad.
Catholic Punjabis in
Pakistan number about 400,000, including 50 priests.

Mauritius
The Justice and Peace Commission in Mauritius
(Bishop's House, Port Louis) has published a booklet in
French on 'Business Morality ', denouncing abuses in both
public and private sectors, and proposing remedies.

' Pro Mundi Vita '
The international review Pro Mundi Vita (6 Rue de la
Limite, 1030 Brussels), a quarterly published in English ,
French, Spanish, German and Dutch, devoted its 82nd issue
(July 1980) to a study of the Institutional Church in the
future. In 26 pages it deals with the Church's present
situation and seven main challenges facing it.

Cameroon: an Experiment In catechesis
The following is based on a report sent to us. No
doubt there are other experiments just as interesting,
and .we would welcome reports on them.

An experiment in community development, named
'Cana Centre ', was begun in the Diocese of Bafia (Cameroon) ten years ago. It included originally an agricultural
and commercial cooperative, but the Government put an
end to the economic side of it two years ago, and now
it is only the more strictly pastoral side that is continuing,
with the emphasis on biblical catechesis based on oral
tradition.
The idea was to begin from the primitive Gospel

Jubllarians
65 Years of Profession:
8 Sept.: Archbishop John J. McCARTHY (Ireland).
60 Years of Profession:
21 June : Br. Anton KONIG (Germany).
16 July : Br. Baldomir HERMANNS (USA/E) .
.
15 Aug . : Frs. Alphonse J. FAVRE, James A. MARRON and
Francis J. SMITH (USA/E). . .
3 Sept. : Bishop Eugene BUTLER, Fr. John E. BYRNE and
Fr. James J. WHITE (Ireland) .
9 Sept.: Br. Andre KNAEBEL (France) .
25 Sept.: Frs. Joseph BEYS (Martinique), Gaston SCHAUB
(Congo) and Joseph TRENDEL (Gen. Adm. Fribourg).
29 Sept.: Fr. Franc;:ois LE BRAS (France).
60 Years of Priesthood:
19 Sept.: Fr. Joseph P. HORGAN (Ireland).
50 Years of Profession:
8 Sept.: Brs. Torcato BARRETO COELHO and Lazaro DIAS
(Portugal).
9 Sept. : Br. Felix ABIVEN (France).
50 Years of Priesthood:
21 June: Frs. Leo W. BROLLY and Colman McMAHON
(Ireland), and Robert FARRELLY (Kenya).
12 July : Frs. Frans CLAESEN (Kongolo) and Maurits VERSTRAETE (Belgium).

Our Dead
5
11
14
19
19
19

Feb. :
Feb. :
Feb. :
Feb. :
Feb. :
March:

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Franc;:ois LE CLANCHE (France), 82.
Joiio Domingues TERCAS (Portugal), 72.
Joaquim PEREIRA PINTO (Portugal), 63.
Alphonse MULLER Snr. (France), 79.
Henri CQURNOL (France), 80.
Alfred BURGET (France), 71.
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